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Thousands of familiés of a diden or more of all ages live and sleep in one-room 
shacks such as these. Why not some “Foreign Aid” for the American Indian? 





AMERICAN INDIANS 
Continued from page 1 —o— 

The Indian Bureau was. established in 1834 
with several ideas in mind. First, to contain 

e Indian tribes on specified reservations 
under military, control, so that the congas 
for their t tribal lands might go on unimps 
Second, so that, the White emigrants sett 
the west may. be secure from retalitory 
actions from the tribes whose lands were 
taken by force. Third, that. educational pro; 
cesses in the Whiteman’s way. of life in 
agriculture might be instilled into that of 
the Indian who now was forced to give up 
his nomadic way of living. 


In establishing the reservation. system_ of 
life, the government was of necessity forced 
to concede, certain basic, natural and other 
God-given rights that the Indians who owned 
this country, were endowed with, Let us 
enumerate some of them. They as. owners 
of their respective land areas, were entitled 
to some consideration for the taking by, force 
of their land properties; hence, the treaties 
which began with the Delawares i in 1789 and 
continued. with each tribe until March 3 3, 
1871, when Congress passed an Act. as, of 
that date declaring the abrupt termination 
of treaties with the Indian tribes and making 
them, amenable to. specific Acts of Congress 
in the administration of their tribal affairs. 


. Both Congress and : the Federal -Courts 
have made decisions defining the legal nature 
of the rights of the Indian tribes within these 
defined: reservation areas through treaties 
and otherwise. Thus, these official acts of.the 
Sovereign automatically resulted establishing 
such acts, as, vested rights accruing tothe 
Indians, rights, implying. an intent to make 
at least, partial payment for their lands so 
taken from. them without their consent or 
approval. It is this fact that gave rise tothe 
creation, of the. court of Indian Claims which 
has been rendering decisions in Indian land 
Payment claims.and the judgment, which 
some of the. tribes have won. It is a feeble 
process of trying to make amends for wrongs 
inflicted upon the Indians, tribe by tribe,. in 
the taking of valuable real estate, from them 
by, the power, and force of this Nation’s 
military, which the Tribes were unable to 
cope with, and thus lost a whole. continent. 


It. further is an attempt to invoke the 
“Golden Rule” i in the treatment of the Indians 
posthumously, 

The. conscience of a Nation claiming 
Christianity. as its standard in its treatment 
of its conquered natives was aroused to that 
extent. However, the judgments when wo 
and their disposition among the individuals 
of tribes entitled thereonto, now presents 
another problem involving constitutional 
property ts and the rights to the free 
te thee de tothe official decisions of 
the Secretary, and Indian Commissioner who 

: that under the lawe they axe 
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of the Indians as individuals and as tribes 


_ is meek submission to the will and whims 
of both the Secretary and the Indian Com- ` 


missioner, an entirely repugnant. contradic- 
tion to the process of constitutional govern- 
ment and its guarantees under the American 
Constitution and its Bill of Rights. 


The problems of the Indians are political, 
make no mistake about that! Their rights 
and property are handled and administered 
by professional politicians selected and ap- 
pointed as such, and, who, in nowise, are 
responsible to the Indians in their conduct 
of their affairs, and whose official acts are 
beyond court review and are nonsueable in 
the courts by the tribes. Hence, their usual 
haughty demeanor and arrogant ways and 
manners in their dealing with the individual 
Indians on reservations. It is these illegal and 
unconstitutional ways of administering 
Indian property and their personal and basic 
human rights on Indian reservations that we 
are concerned with. 


We Indians have a real problem on our 
hands in trying to correct these high-handed 
methods of administering our affairs on our 
reservations. It is up to our leaders to see 
what they can do to correct this situation 
which as stated, is political and requires 
political organization of the. Tribes for effec- 
tive. counter action. When you are engaged 
in fighting politicians, you too must be en- 
gaged in politics and talk from and behind 
the power of your votes to correct abuses as 
that is the only language politicians under- 
stand. 

The Negroes are getting political relief by 
making their demands from and behind the 
votes of 18 millions of them, They fully 
demonstrate the value and power of making 
demands for political relief from and behind 
their votes, The Indians can also make such 
headway if they too, will organize politically, 
then use their combined votes as their 
battering ram with which to make their de- 
mands for the respect of their rights and 
freedom from the autocratic actions of 
officers of the Indian Bureau at Washington 
and on Indian reservations. This is the only 
effective approach to the relief we have been 
Seeking. _- 


As stated in the beginning of my remarks, 
the lot of the Indians has been continued 
discrimination on account of race. Discrim- 
ination of every kind and character. Thus, 
his struggle to tke out a living and try to 
live in the Ameri ican fashion has not been an 
easy nor pleasant. one. In addition, he has 


suffered social, political and legal ostracism. 
All of these things combined has made the- 
life of an Indian in this country (his own: ~ 


country), and under the Indian Bureau a 
not too pleasant experience, These discrim- 


to live in the American fashion, 
This is no attempt to engage in recri 


inatioris bu but, instead, a recital of Ai 
facts which cannot enied and to set 


law is: 


inations have, in turn, developed into dis- 
criminatory. competition affecting his efforts R 





b - contrary notwithstanding. 


experiences beginning with the Theodore 
Roosevelt administration on down till now... 


1, The Indians in their tribal state enjoy a 
dual nature; that of ward and citizen at the 


same. time, and one status is not repugnant ` 


to the other. (Choate v. Trapp; 224 U.S. ) 


2. The struggle has been Indian v, Whiteman 
since Colonial times, and that struggle con- 
tinues yet today, and extends into every 
phase of his life. Saak 


3. Discriminatory competition in every phase 
of his life here in his country is the proper 
characterization of the Indian’s lot. 


4. Discriminatory . competition in -the labor 
market where he goes in search of gainful 
employment. with which. to feed those de- 
pendent upon him for their daily. food. 
5. Competition for equal protection under, 

American law. 


6. A discouraging struggle for racial equality 
in every phase of his minority status. 


r? 


¢. A discouraging struggle for social and 
political’ recognition of his right, also to 
enjoy recognition as an American, also ~ 
equally entitled to every right and benefit 
claimed unto themselves by every other 
person under the American Flag. 


These then, my friènds, are the problems i 
against which, the Indians, with few excep- 
tions, are struggling in their efforts to live 
in the American fashion and enjoy the better — 
things of life here in their own country. So, 
again, let me re-state, that what we Indians 
have been struggling for is, 1. economic 
growth and self- sufficiency. Z, Social Justice, 
3. Equal opportunity for gainful employ- 
ment without discrimination. These, are the 
goals that tribes seek and the purpose of the 
various organizations we have created is to 


_band us all together in united action to 


pressure state governments and Congress to 
grant them, 


INDIAN STRUGGLES TO HOLD LANDS 
From Colonial times the big’ struggle of 
all tribes has been to hang oe their lands. 
Andin so doing, they have been forced into 
a. defensive- posture that continues to this 
2° The Gov ernment, in devising ways and - 
means of overcoming this resistance of the 
tribes, decided on a system of entering into 
treaties with the tribes wherein specified 


tracts of their land were set aside by treaty : es 


agreements under Art. VI. of the Constitu- 
tion. and ratified by the Senate as all other 
treaties with foreign Nations are. Hence, in 
so doing, all such Indian treaties become, 
and are, the supreme law of the land. .The 


“All treaties made, or which | shall be he -a 
made, under the authority of the United Tee Š 
States, shall be the supreme law of the : 
land; and the judges in every State shall 
be bound thereby, anything in 
stitution or laws of any | 





The, honor and in ie 





